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STRIP  CROPPING 
FOR  BIGGER  YIELDS 

More  food  at  less  cost  is  one  direct  result  of  strip  cropping.  The 
saving  of  soil  and  rainfall  is  another.     Both  aid  in  the  war  effort. 

Strip  cropping  is  simply  the  growing  of  field  crops  in  stiips,  or 
bands,  across  a  slope.  The  bands  of  close-growing  crops  like  grasses 
and  legumes  act  as  "safety  belts  for  slipping  soil." 

This  system  of  cropping  makes  it  possible  to  cultivate  the  land  on 
the  level,  it  helps  in  establishing  an  orderly  arrangement  of  crops  in 
rotation,  it  increases  the  effectiveness  of  lime  and  fertilizer,  and  it 
provides  safety  strips  of  meadow.  The  combination  of  all  these 
measures — contour  tillage,  meadow  strips,  crop  rotation,  and  soil 
treatments — improves  the  soil  and  increases  yield  per  acre. 

Besides  the  permanent  benefits  from  strip  cropping,  farmers  can 
earn  a  payment  for  it  through  the  agricultural  adjustment  program. 
That  payment  will  help  toward  meeting  the  cost  of  seed,  lime,  and 
fertilizer. 

Strip  cropping  is  a  popular  soil-saving  practice.  Of  47  farmers 
interviewed  in  1  Wisconsin  county,  31  rated  strip  cropping  as  the  most 
eft'ective  among  7  of  the  common  conservation  practices  on  their 
farms,  1 2  others  named  it  second  choice. 

Strips  may  vary  in  width  from  50  to  150  feet,  depending  on  kind 
of  soil,  steepness  of  slope,  severity  of  erosion,  and  other  factors. 
Strips  105  feet  wide  are  common.  Where  erosion  is  severe  or  the 
slope  is  steep,  narrower  strips  usually  are  desirable. 

Eighty-four  feet,  or  24  corn  rows,  is  a  convenient  width  because  an 
even  number  of  rounds  can  be  made  with  1-,  2-,  or  3-row  equipment. 

Arrangement  of  Strips 

Strips  may  be  laid  out  in  several  arrangements;  two  recommended 
plans  are  illustrated.  In  plan  A,  both  edges  of  each  strip  are  on  the 
contour,  and,  in  plan  B,  one  or  more  even-width  strips  are  laid  out 
from  one  contour  line,  with  a  correction,  or  irregular,  strip  between. 

Strip-Cropping  Rotations 

The  effectiveness  of  strip  cropping  depends  to  a  large  extent  on 
the  rotation  used.  Strips  of  hay  crops  should  be  alternated  with 
strips  of  cultivated  or  grain  crops.     Rather  than  have  all  crops  of  the 
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rotation  in  the  same  field,  a  convenient  and  beneficial  strip-cropping 
system  can  be  worked  out  by  having  thi'ee  or  more  fields  in  the  same 
rotation. 


FIELD  UNEl/ 


CONTOUR 
LINES 


Plan  A. — Lay  out  the  first  contour  line.  Measure  desired  width  of  strip  and  lay  out 
second  contour  line.  Repeat  this  procedure  until  the  entire  Held  is  covered.  With 
both  edges  of  each  strip  on  the  level,  strips  will  be  of  irregular  width,  necessitating 
point  rows  in  cultivated  crops,  This  plan  requires  laying  out  more  contour  lines  than 
does  plan  B.  It  usually  is  more  satisfactory  to  have  point  rows  in  the  middle  of  each 
strip  because  they  will  be  nearer  to  the  exact  contouj:  and  can  be  planted,  culti- 
vated, and  harvested  more  conveniently. 
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CONTOUR 
LINES 


Plan  B. — Lay  out  first  contour  line  about  200  feet  from  top  of  slope.  Measure  and 
mark  one  even-width  strip  on  either  side  of  it.  Move  about  200  feet  down  slope 
from  lower  edge  of  last  strip  and  lay  out  second  contour  line.  From  this  second 
contour  line,  measure  and  mark  one  even-width  strip  above  and  one  below.  One 
irregular  strip  about  100  feet  vnde  will  be  left  between  the  pairs  of  even-vndth  strips- 
Continue  this  procedure  until  entire  field  is  laid  out  in  strips.  The  irregular  strips 
may  be  included  as  a  part  of  the  strip-cropping  plan  or  maintained  separately  as 
meadow. 

The  cropping  plan  for  the  three  fields  from  1943  through  194S.  then, 
is  shown  in  table  1.  The  strips  are  numbered  from  the  top  down,  as 
shown  in  the  illustrations  of  fields  1,  2,  and  3  on  the  following  page. 
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FIELD   3 

How  a  6-year  rotation  may  be  managed  in  three  strip-cropped  fields  of  about  equal  size. 
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The  drawings  of  fields  1,2,  and  3  show  how  a  6-year  rotation  may 
be  managed  in  three  strip-cropped  fields  of  about  equal  size. 

Two  or  three  years  may  be  required  to  get  some  of  the  fields  fitted 
into  this  rotation.  After  one  rotation  of  crops  is  completed,  the 
rotation  should  be  repeated  in  the  same  order. 

By  this  plan,  one  of  the  three  fields  is  entirely  in  meadow  which  can 
be  cut  for  hay  or  pastured.  Another  field  is  in  row  crop  and  meadow, 
and  the  third  field  in  grain  and  meadow  each  year. 

Some  adjustments  may  need  to  be  made  in  this  plan  on  every  farm. 
For  example,  if  you  have  two  large  fields  of  nearly  equal  size  and  two 
others  about  half  as  big,  the  two  smaller  fields  could  be  operated  as 
one  unit. 

The  need  for  increased  production  of  food,  fiber,  or  oil  crops  in 
wartime  may  make  it  advisable  to  grow  more  of  these  crops  in  the 
rotation.  In  such  case,  soybeans  or  a  grain  crop  can  be  substituted 
for  1  year  of  meadow.  If  soybeans  are  substituted  for  1  year  of 
meadow  in  the  rotation  the  cropping  plan  for  field  1  would  then  be 
changed  to  the  plan  shown  in  table  2. 

When  crop  failures  occur,  it  is  advisable  to  put  in  another  crop  for 
soil  protection  and  food  production  until  the  rotation  plan  can  be 
resumed. 

Being  able  to  make  crop  substitutions  of  this  kind  eliminates  the. 
necessity  of  changing  the  entire  cropping  plan.  The  crop  later  can  be 
changed  back  to  the  original  sequence  or  to  any  other  arrangement. 

Other  Advantages 

In  addition  to  its  main  advantages  of  increasing  crop  yields  and 
saving  soil,  moisture,  and  fertilizer,  contour  strip  cropping  also  re- 
duces the  amount  of  power  and  machiaery  repairs  needed.  Studies 
show  that  level  cultivation  requires  less  fuel  than  the  up-and-down 
hill  method.  With  longer  rows  there  is  less  turning  and  consequently 
the  cost  of  equipment  upkeep  is  lower. 

Washington,  D.  C. 
January  1943 
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